Quality assurance in drug and alcohol treatment: the development of standards for treatment content.
The need for minimum standards of service delivery in drug and alcohol treatment agencies is outlined, and the Australian standards developed to date are discussed. It is argued that such standards are insufficient to assure the efficacy of treatment approaches used in treatment agencies, although they are an important and necessary precursor to the implementation of patterns of optimum care. The nature of optimum care standards is outlined and one methodology for developing optimum standards is described.